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Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return 

 
 

 

 
18920 4th Ave. NE    Poulsbo WA 98370    (360) 779-2622 

 poulsbofirstlutheran.org    welcome@pflc.org 
 A Reconciling in Christ congregation 

 

[God] said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.”  
~ Ezekiel 37:3   
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Ash Wednesday: a synopsis 
  Ash Wednesday is the most somber day of the church year with a mood of 

penitence and reflection on our faith and life.  Although penitence is to be taken 

seriously and practiced with care, this is not supposed to be an occasion to 

wallow in our sins. The word "Lent" means "springtime" which is a time of 

preparation, planting, and growth. Therefore, during the season of Lent, the 

focus of our penitence is for the preparation and growth of faith - a "holy 

springtime of the soul." 

 In this special service marking the beginning of the season, we use ashes as 

a symbol to remind us of our frailty. Ashes represent judgment, humility, 

repentance, mortality, God's condemnation of sin, and our complete dependence 

on God for faith and life. Ashes also represent cleansing and rebirth. Ashes are 

what remain when the old has been burned away and the new life is left to 

sprout and grow. So, we use ashes as a reminder of our sin and as a sign of the 

hope of the new life we share in Christ Jesus. 

 
WORDS OF WORSHIP 

                                     L— Leader                  C— Congregation 
 

Assemble in the Narthex 
 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
L: PFLC was established near water and on land stewarded since time 
immemorial by the Suquamish, Port Gamble S’Klallam, and other peoples of 

the Salish Sea.  
C: We recognize that God calls all to be in right relationship with their 

neighbors,  
L: that the tribes are sovereign nations,  
C: that there is a history of broken treaties and broken trust, and that 

there is much reconciling work to be done.  
L: As Christians, we also recognize that in Christ there is new life, forgiveness, 

and hope for mending what is broken.  
C: We pray the Holy Spirit will lead us in this work. 

 Developed by PFLC and Luther Seminary in partnership with American Indian alumni, including Herb 
Wounded Head '04 and Marline Whiterabbit Helgemo '87.  

 

SILENCE FOR CENTERING 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Jon McClung 
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CONFESSION 
L: Let us confess all our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION AND SELF-EXAMINATION 

L: Most holy and merciful God, 
C: we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole 

company in heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own 

fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought, word and deed; 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.   

L: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as 
we have been forgiven.   

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
L: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have 

not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.   
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
L: Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have 

infected our lives, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

L: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 
we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
L: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith 

that is in us, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
L: Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice 

and cruelty, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
L: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and 

our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to 
you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
L: Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those 

who come after us, we confess to you. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
L: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 

C: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
L: Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these 

ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by the 
cross of our redeemer Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
C: Amen 
  

L: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  
C: Amen 

 
Remember That You Are Dust (4x through) 

 
 

Change My Heart, O God (2x through) 
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Beautiful Things 

 
 
ABSOLUTION 

L: Almighty God looks upon us with mercy and by water and the word joins us 
to the saving death of Jesus Christ.  Through the Holy Spirit, God raises us 

with Christ to new life.  I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen 
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HYMN  All Things of Dust to Dust Return   
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“ASH WEDNESDAY”  by Meta Herrick Carlson 
Tonight we remember 

that we come from the dust 
both earthen and cosmic 

thanks to bursts of atoms 
billions of years old, 

still chasing 

the coattails of kairos. 
 

We are the heavy elements: 
carbon, nitrogen, oxygen, 

pressed and held down 
by the gravity of sin 

trapped in the stillness, 
waiting for nova until 
wind, breath, spirit 

fills the ordinary 
and everywhere 

with more. 
 

Tonight we remember 
that we come from the dust 

by listening carefully 

to the sound of our chests 
rising and falling, 

fragile with the wonder of dust 
that lives. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: Let us pray,  

 …. In Jesus’ name we pray.  C: Amen 
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SCRIPTURE John 10:1-18 
 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the 

gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters 
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for 

him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and 
the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a 

stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 

understand what he was saying to them. 
 7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did 

not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and 
will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and 

kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 

sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away, and the 
wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a 

hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my 
own, and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me, and I know the 

Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not 
belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 
there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, 

because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from 
me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I 

have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my 
Father.” 

 L:  Word of God for the people of God.   C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON   

 
  



9 

PRAYERS  
After each portion of the prayers:   

L:  God of mercy and grace,   
C:  hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude: 
 L:  …  In Jesus’ name we pray. 
 C:  Amen 

  
INVITATION TO FAITHFUL GENEROSITY Online giving portal ➔ 

Jesus said, "I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me...just as you did it 
to one of the least of these...you did it to me." ~Matthew 25:35-36, 40 

 
L: Your donations to PFLC support ministries that provide clothing and shelter 

all over the world, including Lutheran World Relief (check out their ministries 
at lwr.org), North Kitsap Fishline (fishlinehelps.org), Kingston’s Sharenet 
(sharenetfoodbank.org), and Habitat for Humanity (kitsaphabitat.org). 

Donations also help PFLC itself to be a space of shelter and a people who 
follow Jesus’ call to clothe others. During this music offering, please:  

• Prayerfully consider how generous you can be in this mission we share 
• Fill out the Keeping in Touch form (QR code on the back of the bulletin or 

paper copy to add to your offering) as a symbol of offering of yourself to 

this mission. In the comment section, make a note of one thing you will do 
this week to clothe and shelter others (e.g. cleaning out your closets and 

donating to Fishline, working on a Habitat build, helping a neighbor keep 
their home safe). 

 

MUSIC OFFERING Mercy Cathedral Choir 
   Craig Courtney, Susan Bentall Boersma  
      
 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 
  

https://lwr.org/?_gl=1*la86cq*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MzU2OTc4MDguQ2owS0NRaUF5YzY3QmhEU0FSSXNBTTk1UXp0NnF5Y3I1c2dRRUJNLVA3b2EyWEZuQk9QSk5EMVBGT19kaDA0cUVKUndua1RFQ1RsdjhMQWFBdnkyRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3MzU2OTc4MDguQ2owS0NRaUF5YzY3QmhEU0FSSXNBTTk1UXp0NnF5Y3I1c2dRRUJNLVA3b2EyWEZuQk9QSk5EMVBGT19kaDA0cUVKUndua1RFQ1RsdjhMQWFBdnkyRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*MTQwMzYxODExMS4xNzM1Njk3ODA4*_ga*MTk2MjE4MTI3My4xNzM1Njk3ODA4*_ga_2NDS7E13JR*MTczNTY5NzgwOC4xLjAuMTczNTY5NzgwOC4wLjAuMjAxNjU4NDc1Nw..*_fplc*cm51QmV2NWZNMEVhNGI5ekZBVGhnM2V3cEZwQWhGdEFlYmNPTkRUcjdCUiUyRkVmN3BhNVlaclkwYUp6bnZXWHFESnpRd3VXeEhmcnVSWkElMkZNQkE1QW9vWTVxUzJZOHZUMVJjYk1wNlhEVGdWT3lKRkUzbjVVd3AlMkZMYXd0Vk5RJTNEJTNE
https://fishlinehelps.org/
https://sharenetfoodbank.org/
https://kitsaphabitat.org/
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OFFERTORY  

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

L: Hosanna! God is with you! 

C: And also with you. 
L: Let us give thanks to our God. 

C: We give God thanks and praise. 
L: In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat:  this is my body, 

given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.   Amen 
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THE DISTRIBUTION  
 We are all united as the Body of Christ in Holy Communion today. After we sing 

“Lamb of God” together, the online community will commune together. Please gather 

your communion elements now.  

 The onsite community will process forward during the communion hymn and 

receive communion by intinction. 

  

 
 

THE ONLINE ASSEMBLY COMMUNES TOGETHER 
L: The body of Christ, given for you. (eat the bread) 
 The blood of Christ, shed for you. (drink the wine) 
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COMMUNION HYMN  Now Is the Time of Grace 

 

 
 
When the congregation has been united in the meal, the pastor will say the table 

blessing: 

 

L:  The body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace.         
C:  Amen 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
L: God of mercy, we give you thanks for seating us at your table and serving 

us with the food of eternal life.  We who once were dead are now living 
members of your Son, awakened and renewed by the breathing of your Spirit 

that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from 
self-indulgence, and above all, that we may find our treasure in the life of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen 

  
BENEDICTION 
L: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen 
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HYMN When We Are Tested 
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SENDING 
L: Go into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast 

to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the 
fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and 

serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  From the Depths I Call to Thee (Aus der Tiefe rufe ich)  
 J. S. Bach  
 [Please leave the sanctuary in silence] 
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VISION STATEMENT 
  

People gathered and sent in the love of Christ. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
  

To build community – To share the love of Jesus. 
 

Readings: New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright ©2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Liturgy is reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, ©2006, by permission of Augsburg Fortress, License #SB160801. 

Meta Herrick Carlson poem reprinted from SPEAK IT PLAIN WORDS FOR WORSHIP AND LIFE TOGETHER, ©2020 by permission of 

Augsburg Fortress, License #SB160801. 

Permission to podcast/stream the liturgy and music in this service obtained from Augsburg Fortress, License #SB160801; 

OneLicense.net, License #A-708751; and CCLI, License #20550586. 

All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net, License #A-708751: Remember That You Are Dust, Mark 

Mummert, Music - ©2009 Augsburg Fortress Publishers; Change My Heart, O God, Eddie Espinosa, Words and Music - 
©1982 Integrity Music (select titles); Mercy, Craig Courtney, Susan Bentall Boersma, Words and Music - ©2015 

Beckenhorst Press, Inc.;  Now Is the Time of Grace, Marty Haugen, Words and Music - ©2009 Augsburg Fortress 

Publishers; When We Are Tested, Ruth Duck, Words - ©1996 Hope Publishing Company. 

All rights reserved. Used by Permission. CCLI, License #44261: Beautiful Things, Lisa Gungor, Michael Gungor, ©2009 

worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), CCLI Song #5665521; All Things of Dust to Dust 

Return, Thomas H. Troeger, ©2009 Oxford University Press, CCLI Song #5540945. 
 

YOUR SERVANT LEADERS TODAY 
 Worship Leader: Melinda Madamba (she/her) 

 Preacher: Pastor Kent Shane (he/him) 

 Children’s Sermon: Jon McClung (he/him) 

 Accompanist: Miriam Haddon (she/her) 
 Music Director: Cynthia Gilman (she/her) 

 Streaming Technicians: Lynn Gleason (she/her) 

 Usher: Eric Kerttula (he/him) 

    

 

Let PFLC staff know you were here by filling out the Keeping in 
Touch/prayer request card or online form.  

 

 

 

 


