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God, the Lord, is my strength 
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’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it:  

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  ~ Jesus in Matthew 22:37-39  
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WORDS OF WORSHIP 
GOD GATHERS 

 

GATHERING MUSIC The Advent of Our God Miriam Haddon 
  George Brandon   

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In respect and repentance toward indigenous peoples, we confess promises broken over the years.  

L: As worship unites us today, many of us by water and on land stewarded since time 
immemorial by the Suquamish, Port Gamble S’Klallam, and other peoples of the Salish 
Sea, let us prepare to be filled with God’s Word and grace in worship. 

GATHERING SILENCE 
Use this time of silence to empty yourself and set aside the cares of your own life, so that God might use this 
worship time to fill you with Word and grace and open your eyes to your kin-dom work in the world. 
 

L: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our redeemer.  
C: Amen 
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION AND SELF-EXAMINATION 

L: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen 
 

L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
C:  Amen 
 

CANDLE-LIGHTING HYMN Light One Candle (v. 1)  
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CANDLE LIGHTING Isaiah 64:1-4 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake 
at your presence— 2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to 
make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your 
presence! 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the 
mountains quaked at your presence. 4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
 

In the church season of Advent, we wait. And we hope. And we remember all those who have 
called on God throughout the ages. Our God is one who tore open the heavens and came to 
earth, faithfully living, dying and rising in Jesus’ search for you. This is the one in whom we 
place our faith and hope. 
 

OPENING HYMN Come Now, O God 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
L: The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  C:  And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE    

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY             
 L: Let us pray…   C: Amen 

GOD SPEAKS 
THE ALLELUIA VERSE   
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BIBLE READING Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4; 3:17-19 
The prophet’s lament 

1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and 
you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3Why do you make me 
see wrong-doing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and 
contention arise. 4So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked 
surround the righteous— therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 

God will exact justice 

2 I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to 
see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 2Then 
the Lord answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner 
may read it. 3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and 
does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. 4Look at the 
proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their faith. 

God’s justice is delayed 

3 17Though the fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the vines; though the 
produce of the olive fails and the fields yield no food; though the flock is cut off from the 
fold and there is no herd in the stalls, 18yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will exult in the God of 
my salvation. 19God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, and 
makes me tread upon the heights.  
 L:  Word of God for the people of God.   C:  Thanks be to God.    
 [Related Reading: Matthew 26:36-38; Reading for next week: Esther 4:1-17, Matthew 5:13-16] 

  
CHILDREN’S SERMON                            Paul Davis 
  

SERMON  Pastor Alison Shane  
 

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 
This time of silence is an opportunity to meditate on the Word of God as spoken in Scripture and sermon.   

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH – APOSTLES’ CREED  
L: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
PRAYERS 

After each portion of the prayers:   
   L:  We call to you:  C:  O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
The prayers conclude: 
   L:  … in the name of your promised savior, Jesus Christ. C:  Amen 
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OFFERING INTRODUCTION  
L: When the world cries, “O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will 
not listen?” we answer with the generosity of God’s hand.  To answer the cry 
of the world, both onsite and online worshippers can give electronically at 
pflc.org (accessed at that address or by the QR code in the bulletin), or write 
a check to be mailed, dropped off, or placed in the offering basket.  
 Also, please take this time to fill out the Keeping in Touch form by using the QR code 
on the back page of the bulletin or the link below the video viewer on the PFLC website, or 
by filling out a paper copy and leaving it in the designated basket after worship. 
 

OFFERING MUSIC Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Miriam Haddon 
   Rowland H. Prichard, arr. Carolyne M. Taylor   

 
GOD NOURISHES 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

L: Alleluia! God is with you!           
C:  And also with you. 
L: Let us give thanks to our God.   
C:   We give God thanks and praise. 
L: In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat:  this is my body, given for you.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever and ever.   Amen 
  

THE DISTRIBUTION  
We are all united as the Body of Christ in Holy Communion today. After we sing the “Lamb of God” 
together, online worshipers will commune together. Please gather your communion elements now.  
In-person worshipers will process forward during the communion hymn and receive communion by 
intinction.   

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2656077
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2656077
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THE ONLINE ASSEMBLY COMMUNES TOGETHER 
L: The body of Christ, given for you. (eat the bread) 
 The blood of Christ, shed for you. (drink the wine) 
 
COMMUNION HYMN You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 

 
When the congregation has been united in the meal, the pastor will say the table blessing: 
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L:  The body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace.        C:  Amen 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
L:  Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted again on your 
endless love. Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, that we may be 
messengers to prepare your way, harvesters of justice and righteousness, and bearers of 
your eternal Word, our Savior Jesus Christ. C:  Amen 
 

GOD SENDS 
BENEDICTION 
L: God, the Root of hope,  
 God, the Word of life, 
 God, the Spirit of truth  bless you, now and forever.   
C: Amen 
 

SENDING HYMN Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

 
SENDING 
L: Equipped by the promises God made to you in baptism and strengthened in you at 
this table, go and live your calling: Proclaim Christ through word and deed; serve all 
people and the world God made; strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 
C: We will, because we are people gathered and sent in the love of Christ! 
 
SENDING MUSIC All Praise to Jesus’ Hallowed Name 
  J. S. Bach 
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SERVING THE ASSEMBLY TODAY 
 Worship Leader (8:30):   
 Worship Leader (11:00): Scarlett Madamba (she/her) 
 Preacher: Pastor Alison Shane (she/her) 
 Children’s Sermon: Paul Davis, Director of Faith Formation (he/him) 
 Accompanist: Miriam Haddon (she/her) 
 Music Director: Debbie Collier (she/her) 
 Streaming Technician: Jeff Hora (he/him) 
 Usher (8:30):    
 Usher (11:00):   
 Acolyte (8:30):   
 Acolyte (11:00): Eric Kerttula 
 

PFLC VISION STATEMENT 
  

People gathered and sent in the love of Christ. 
 

PFLC GUIDING PRINCIPLE 
  

How can we best demonstrate the love of Christ? 

  

PFLC CORE VALUES 
 

Jesus is Lord – Worship – Compassion – Service 
Readings: New Revised Standard Version ©1996 by Oxford University Press, Inc.198 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10016 
Liturgy is reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, ©2006, by permission of Augsburg Fortress, License #SB160801. 
Permission to podcast/stream the liturgy and music in this service obtained from Augsburg Fortress, License #SB160801; OneLicense.net, 
License #A-708751; and CCLI, License #20550586. 
All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net, License #A-708751: Light One Candle, Wayne L Wold ©1984 Augsburg Fortress 
Publishers; Holden Evening Prayer: The Magnificat, Marty Haugen Words and Music: ©1990, 2016 GIA Publications, Inc.; The Advent of 
Our God, George Brandon ©1982 Concordia Publishing House; Come Now, O God, When Our Love Is Forsaken, David Bjorlin ©2018 GIA 
Publications, Inc.; Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus, Carolyne M Taylor, ©1994 Lillenas Publishing Company; Gift of Finest Wheat, 
Robert E Kreutz ©1977 International Liturgy Publications. 
Cover art: PFLC 

 

 
Let PFLC staff know you were here by filling out the Keeping in 
Touch/prayer request card or online form.  

 
 


